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Extended abstract 
 
The ongoing economic transformations in our era of heightened globalisation are intricately 
linked to distinct production and consumption patterns, exhibiting noteworthy variations 
across diverse global regions. The predominant and linear economic paradigm and its 
associated business models have been instrumental in steering growth trends, shaping 
value systems characterised by separation, domination, extraction, individualisation, 
efficiency, conservation, and shielding (Eisenstein, 2013; van Stam, 2017b, 2017c, 2024b). 
This value scheme has been underpinning economic globalisation and raises pertinent 
issues about the intersection between human activity and the ecology (Albrecht, 2019; 
Klomp and Oosterwaal, 2021). Regrettably, voices from socio-communal and natural-
ecological perspectives often find themselves marginalised or co-opted within the confines 
of linear economic lenses (Mukuka, 2010), instigating apprehensions about the notion of 
sustainability, particularly concerning biodiversity, climate, and the environment (Mawere, 
2010). In stark contrast, the circular economic paradigm can draw inspiration from 
indigenous knowledge systems and theories originating in Europe and – among others –
Africa, as they champion value systems that accentuate togetherness, conversation, deep 
listening, sharing, the present moment, and harmony.  Extending these values to economic 
transactions between peoples  and in engagement with the non-living and other beings 
(Smith, 1999; Mawere, 2015; Merry, 2023; van Stam, 2024b) has the potentials to  facilitate  
transformations that are embedded within the principles of reciprocity and mutuality 
circularity and sustainability, shared growth  and prosperity .  

Examined from a futuristic lens, our work touches on transitions in relation to how human 
activity interreacts with the ecology. We apply paradigm switching between an 
anthropogenic centrality of the individual and a symbiogenic view of the community, 
recognising an emerging business ecosystem that includes the natural and social 
environment from an ‘I-paradigm’ (focusing on individual agency – whether conservative, 
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liberal, progressive, or critical) to a ‘We-paradigm’ (representing communal agency) (van 
Stam, 2017a, 2024a). This paradigm switching requires new and (w)holistic theories for 
business model development that are embedded and informed by the principles of just 
transition, regeneration, circularity, and inclusivity, among others.  

From our living research, embedded in European and African practices and education, we 
deduce the need for existential economics, driven by a sense-making and meaning-making 
that is sensitive to ontological and epistemological variety. Such a purpose-driven outlook 
fuels intrinsic motivation for both communal and individual economic orientations (Mayer 
and Roche, 2021). Within this epistemic view, the role of agency is very important in terms 
of the ability of individuals to make choices, take decisions and actions within a multilayered 
ecosystem that is constituted of particular social structures and cultures (Ong’ayo, 2019). 
Agency is closely linked to feeling empowered and a conscientious engagement with 
consequential outcomes. Agency – or actorship – exists in various ways: single, relational, 
and transformational. Transformational approach to engagement is a crucial perspective in 
developing new business models in view of the profound and disruptive consequences of 
the ongoing poly-crisis in the world, in our communities, and in lives and in recognition of 
the value of interconnectedness. The challenge is that many professionals and students in 
the field of business appear unaware of this. However, decision based on any business 
model and their consequences  also affects the very existence of those who make these 
decisions because of interconnectednesses.  

We pursue inclusive understanding of encompassing business models grounded in local 
ecological understandings and how communities can fuel economic regeneration and 
harmony (Klomp and Oosterwaal, 2021). From a deconstruction of philosophies and 
subsequent theories, businesses and business modelling can be reconstructed and 
operated with a holistic understanding of the intricate link between the economy, people, 
and the ecology. This intricate entanglement between humans and the environment (Tironi 
et al. 2024) necessitate a paradigm switching whereby people begin to act from a well-
established, tested, conscious and mature mindset that is anchored in the core (the soul as 
an outlook that recentres humanity in the models of production and doing business). 

From our embedding in extended case research and practices in both Europe and Africa 
(Sheneberger and van Stam, 2011; Ong’ayo, 2019; Klomp, 2022; Rijsdijk and van Stam, 
2024; van Stam, 2024a), in research and education, we reflect  upon and share our 
experiences of how academic deliberations can challenge status quos in both natural and 
social sciences in political sciences (e.g., the influence of globalisation brought in through 
diaspora transnational engagement (Ong’ayo, 2019)), natural sciences (e.g., the tunnelling 
of a Eurocentric view on technology platforms), and social sciences (e.g., the diversity in 
economics and education). From our experiences in paradigm switching, established, living, 
and working in both I-paradigmatic and We-paradigmatic settings, we share embodied 
knowledge that we hope will contribute to sensitivities in theory development about 
economic interactions. Our aim is to bring the academic conversation towards a nuanced 
continuum that involves inclusion – while celebrating diversity/pluralism in meaning-
making, knowing, and ethical interactions. 

Keywords: Diversity, economic paradigm, circular economy, business models, 

embodied knowledge, inclusivity  



 

 

  Page 3 (4) 
 

References  

Albrecht, G.A. (2019) Earth Emotions. New Words for a New World. Ithaca and 
London: Cornell University Press. 

Eisenstein, C. (2013) The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know Is Possible. 
Berkeley: North Atlantic Books. 

Klomp, K. (2022) De betekenis economie. Groningen: Noordhoff. 

Klomp, K. and Oosterwaal, S. (2021) Thrive - Fundamentals for a New Economy. 
Amsterdam: Business Contact. 

Mawere, M. (2010) ‘African Indigenous Knowledge Systems’ (IKSs) Potentialities 
for Establishing a Moral, Virtuous Society: Lessons from Selected IKSs in 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe.’, Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa, 12(7), 
pp. 209–221. 

Mawere, M. (2015) Humans, Other Beings and the Environment. Harurwa (Edible 
Stinkbugs) and Environmental Conservation in Southeastern Zimbabwe. Newcastle 
upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

Mayer, C. and Roche, B. (eds) (2021) Putting purpose into practice: The economics 
of mutuality. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Merry, P. (2023) Volution. A Philosophy of Reconnection. Ubiguity University 
Publishing. 

Mukuka, G.S. (2010) Reap what you have not sown. Indigenous knowledge systems 
and intellectual property laws in South Africa. Pretoria: Pretoria University Press. 

Ong’ayo, A.O. (2019) Diaspora organisations, transnational practices and 
development: Ghanaians in the Netherlands. Tilburg: Tilburg University. 

Rijsdijk, L. and van Stam, G. (2024) ‘Family businesses and a circular economy – 
explorative notions’, in NBM 2024 Conference, July 2024. 

Sheneberger, K. and van Stam, G. (2011) ‘Relatio: An examination of the relational 
dimension of resource allocation’, Economics and Finance Review, 1(4), pp. 26–33. 

Smith, L.T. (1999) Decolonizing Methodologies. Research and Indigenous Peoples. 
London and New York: Zed Books. 

Tironi, M., Chilet, M., Marín, C. U., & Hermansen, P. (Eds.). (2023). Design for 
more-than-human futures: Towards Post-Anthropocentric Worlding (1st ed.). 
Routledge.  



 

 

  Page 4 (4) 
 

van Stam, G. (2017a) ‘Decolonising science: Switching the paradigm to 
“community”’, Invited Address, University of the Western Cape, Bellville, Cape 
Town, South Africa, 6 November 2017. 

van Stam, G. (2017b) Reflections: a narrative on displacement of technology and 
meaning in an African place. Harare, Masvingo, Macha, Tilburg: Gertjan van Stam. 

van Stam, G. (2017c) ‘The coming-of-age of super-colonialism’, in M. Mawere and 
T.R. Mubaya (eds) African studies in the academy. The cornucopia of theory, praxis 
and transformation in Africa? Bamenda: Langaa RPCIG, pp. 13–40. 

van Stam, G. (2024a) ‘Circular economy through living community’, in NBM 2024 
Conference, July 2024. 

van Stam, G. (2024b) ‘How Linear Economies colonise Circular Economies’, in 
Invited Lecture, Windesheim University of Applied Sciences, GPCM, 15 February 
2024. 

 


